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Youareentering"monsterland,"the

ultimatebluesguitarexperience,andthe
- , homenearly30 bluesmonstersthat

absolutely,positivelytakeno prisoners-
all areof thefemalepersuasion.It'slike

J054,dyingandgoingto the.ultimateblues
- , heaven,butItalsoremindsmeofthe

book,by NewYorkTimescolumnist
MaureenDowd,AreMenNecessary?I
nowknowtheyaren't-find mea better
bluesCDand I'll reviewit (fromthelipsof
Leelacoccait soundsso persuasive).At
any rate,rolloverJamesBrown,it ain'ta

Jen- i man'sworldanymore.Thisis theblues
n- i andit'sasgoodas thebluesgets.

Thehardstuffis on CD1,thestuff
Jri- : thatreallyrocks.Thisis blueserectricgui-

tarValhallaandthereis a lotof Austin
pen- : influence here.This is also goose bump
19- :city,fromtheopenerwithon-fire22year-

oldelectricguitarwonderLauraChavez
("Can'tQuittheBlues)"to theclosing
trackwithgospelandsouldrenched
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blues master Ruthie Foster ('Woke Up
This Morning, track 15). In between the
explosion never lets up with Debbie Davis
nailing her mentor Albert Collins ('Talkin'
It All To Vegas;' track 2), Seattle's mighty,
mighty prowler Alice Stuart ("The Man Is
So Good;' track 3), the seductive slide
work of Deborah Coleman ('The Wild
River;' track 4), Joanna Conner's high
test, gas guzzling slide ("Living On The
Road, track 6), and so much more.Two
incredibles emerge from Europe,
Yugoslav Ana Popovic and Finn Erja
Lyytinen, both with Mississippi flowing in
their veins.

CD2 has the more traditional stuff, no
less compelling, no less remarkable. Flip
it on you'll find that amps are optional and
the depth of field is palpable with
singer/players like Precious Bryant ("Fool
Me Good", track 1), Algia Mae Hinton
("Going DownThis Road;' track 2) and
Jessie Mae Hemphill ("Streamline Train;'
track 7). This is the real deal with legends
like Memphis Minnie, Geeshie Wiley,
Elvie Thmas and Mattie Delaney includ-
ed. The crossroads go on and on with 29
tracks and way too many artists to rave
on about, so please just buy the damn
thing and see for yourself.-George P.
Seedorff
Rut is at www.rutrecords.com.




