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VaRrious ARTISTS

Blues Guitar Women
RAuf Records AUF 1110

B s pa pa pa

You are entering “monster land,” the

i ultimate blues guitar experience, and the
- home nearly 30 blues monsters that

: absolutely, positively take no prisoners—
¢ all are of the female persuasion. It's like

dying and going to the ultimate blues
heaven, but it also reminds me of the
book, by New York Times columnist
Maureen Dowd, Are Men Necessary? |
now know they aren't—find me a better
blues CD and I'll review it (from the lips of
Lee lacoccea it sounds so persuasive). At
any rate, roll over James Brown, it ain't a
man’s world any more. This is the blues
and it's as good as the blues gets.

The hard stuff is on CD1, the stuff
that really rocks. This is blues electric gui-
tar Valhalla and there is a lot of Austin
influence here. This is also goose bump
city, from the opener with on-fire 22 year-
old electric guitar wonder Laura Chavez
(“Can’t Quit the Blues)" to the closing

track with gospel and soul drenched

—




blues master Ruthie Foster (“Woke Up
This Morning, track 15). In between the
explosion never lets up with Debbie Davis
nailing her mentor Albert Collins (“Talkin’
It All To Vegas," track 2), Seattle’s mighty,
mighty prowler Alice Stuart (“The Man Is
So Good,” track 3), the seductive slide
work of Deborah Coleman (“The Wild
River,” track 4), Joanna Conner’s high
test, gas guzzling slide (“Living On The
Road, track 6), and so much more. Two
incredibles emerge from Europe,
Yugoslav Ana Popovic and Finn Erja
Lyytinen, both with Mississippi flowing in
their veins.

CD2 has the more traditional stuff, no
less compelling, no less remarkable. Flip
it on you'll find that amps are optional and
the depth of field is palpable with
singer/players like Precious Bryant (“Fool
Me Good", track 1), Algia Mae Hinton
(“Going Down This Road," track 2) and
Jessie Mae Hemphill (“Streamline Train,”
track 7). This is the real deal with legends
like Memphis Minnie, Geeshie Wiley,
Elvie Thmas and Mattie Delaney includ-
ed. The crossroads go on and on with 29
tracks and way too many artists to rave
on about, so please just buy the damn
thing and see for yourself.—George P.
Seedorff
Ruf is at www.rufrecords.com.







